Liver transplantation for erythropoietic protoporphyria with hepatic failure: a case report.
Erythropoietic protoporphyria (EPP) is a disorder of heme synthesis in which deficient ferrochelatase activity leads to excessive production and biliary excretion of protoporphyrin. The main clinical features--photosensitivity and hepatobiliary disease that may progress to liver failure--are caused by the toxicity of protoporphyrin. Orthotopic liver transplantation is an effective treatment of liver failure caused by EPP. In this report we have described an EPP Chinese man with end-stage liver disease. He was successfully transplanted. A 3-year follow-up study of protoporphyrin levels, liver tests, and liver biopsies showed no EPP recurrence after liver transplantation.